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Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  
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26 MAY 1856 

The Council met at one o’clock pursuant to summons. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

A. O’Grady Lefroy Esq, Collector of Revenue takes oath and seat: 

The Honorable Anthony O’Grady Lefroy, Collector of Revenue took the usual oath and his seat. 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

Address of Governor Kennedy: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR read the following Address: 

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

I have summoned you at the customary period of the year for the transaction of public business. 

 I have directed accounts of the Revenue and Expenditure together with the statistics of the last year to 

be laid before you. 

 A statement of the liabilities of the Colony made up to the latest date together with “The Estimate of 

Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1857” will also be laid upon the table.  To this Estimate I invite 

your earnest attention. 

 You will observe that though the ordinary Revenue is calculated to meet the ordinary expenditure for 

the year, no provision has been for the liquidation of outstanding liabilities.  I have reliance on the 

wisdom of the Council to devise, and on the public spirit of the people to support, measures to enable 

me to liquidate a debt which is detrimental to every public interest, and forms an obstacle to all works 

of improvement.  I need not occupy your time by pointing out how little can be done in this direction till 
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vigorous measures be taken to place the finances of the Colony on a sounder footing, and to achieve this 

I confidently appeal through you to the people. 

 I purposely abstain from inquiring in detail how this debt was mainly incurred, it cannot be recalled, 

and would but provoke unprofitable debate.  Let us rather profit by the experience of the past and look 

to the future with which we have to deal. 

 In considering the means of meeting our present liabilities many sources of Revenue present 

themselves, which, through both legitimate and politic, are surrounded by executive difficulties in 

adopting them for any temporary purpose.  I would, however, be glad to find the Council and the Public 

concur with me in thinking that the time has arrived when we should cease to base our financial 

prosperity to so large an extent upon the duties leviable upon ardent spirits.  I believe that the Revenue 

derived from this source is most precarious, and, failing to any extent, serious financial embarrassment 

would follow.  Of the total sum of £20,400 received under the head of Customs in 1855, £10,500 was 

paid as duty on ardent spirits alone, representing 21,000 gallons actually consumed—a deplorable fact. 

 Taking a review of the last few years I cannot discover anything which is not highly encouraging to the 

prospects of the Colony. 

 By the accounts of the last year you will find that the Revenue, though falling short of that estimated, 

has steadily increased.  Alterations in the Tariff and mode of levying duty on certain goods were 

effected in 1854, substituting specific instead of ad valorem duties—a change in my opinion most 

judicious, but, as has been found, fallacious in the expectation formed of its largely increasing the 

Customs Revenue.  The Expenditure of the year 1855 was evidently calculated upon this fallacy, and 

has placed the Colony in its present financial difficulty, the actual Revenue of 1855 having fallen short 

of that estimated by a sum of £5500.  There existed concurrently an over estimated Revenue, and an 

under estimated expenditure—debt and difficulty has been the inevitable result.  The Expenditure in 

1855 amounted to £49,240 against £45,171 in the previous year. 

 Looking to the Imports and Exports of the Colony there is solid reason for congratulation.  The Imports 

decreased from £128,260 in 1854 to £105,320 in 1855, while the Exports in 1855 exceeded those of 

1854 by a sum of £10,069, a fact still more strongly indicating sound prosperity when it is considered 

that there has been no appreciable addition to the population.  The articles of export showing the 

principal increase are horses, lead and lead ore, oil, copper ore, wool and timber. 

 In the diminished imports of 1855 will be found a decrease of £10,000 under the head of “agriculture 

and farming produce”, which has, of course, been replaced by our own increasing production.  The 

extended cultivation in the current year affords every hope that the increased production of bread stuffs, 

cattle and pigs will reduce the imports under those heads by a further sum of £10,000 making a 

difference of £20,000 in favour of the Colony, as compared with 1853-4. 

 The Land Sales in 1854 amounted to £2758, while those of 1855 realized £3925. 

 The Land Revenue in 1854 brought £2994 into the Treasury, and in 1855 it realized £3262. 

 You, Gentlemen, can best judge how many thriving men during this period retrieved and liquidated 

losses and liabilities incurred in former years. 

 The extent of land under cultivation in 1855 exceeds that of former years, I believe by 3000 acres.  

These facts are a sufficient refutation of one of many mischievous misrepresentations originating in 
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this, and circulated through neighbouring Colonies to the effect that this Colony was retrograding and 

its “bone and sinew” flying from it. 

 I apprehend that this Council will not consider me as travelling out of the line of my duty in correcting 

another fallacy originating with the same source, and alarming the inhabitants of neighbouring Colonies 

in reference to Convicts, and the migration of Conditional Pardon men. 

 Conviction is not, thank God, with us at the present day, what it has in former days and in other penal 

Colonies.  Those who have offended against the laws of their country are treated with firmness and 

kindness, and not as wild beasts, and the few conditional Pardon men who leave our shores have given 

prima facie proof of their industry and reformation in having earned the means of removing where they 

may commence life anew.  I cannot but consider it as impolitic and ungenerous to raise questions in 

reference to this class of men, which may tend to exclude them from carrying their labour to what they 

may consider a better market, and so discourage them from industry and good conduct.  How many of 

these men are objects of commiseration rather than condemnation. 

 Those who put forth statements inducing the belief that our society is tainted and that you require a 

gaoler for a Governor libel this Colony and its people.  I venture to assert that the moral tone of society 

in this Colony is equal to that of any other, and its criminal statistics are the best evidence of that 

general good conduct of the people. 

 The comparative state of crime for 1854 and 1855 is as follows: 

 1854 1855 

Murders   5   6 

Other felonies   8 24 

Misdemeanours 24 26 

 Of those murders a large proportion were committed by Natives on their fellow countrymen. 

 These figures are I trust sufficient to disabuse the public mind of the prejudices so injuriously and 

injudiciously raised; they of course do not include magisterial or petty session convictions.  This 

satisfactory state of things is mainly attributable to the Colonists, who have ever held out the frank and 

cordial hand of fellowship to all those who have proved themselves worthy of it. 

 When the Council provide ways and means it will be my duty to point out various public works which 

would bring in a Revenue or save heavy expenditure, such as a Market House, Police Barrack, and 

Stabling etc, the necessity of these for public accommodation and the efficiency of the Police Force 

requires no comment. 

 The details of the proposition with respect to the Mail Packet Establishment at King George’s Sound 

will be placed before you.  The public will naturally expect this proposal will be liberally met, to secure 

safer and regular communication with the Mother Country and the neighbouring Colonies, and for this 

purpose funds must be provided. 

 Many of the Public Servants, especially the Stipendiary Magistrates, are in my opinion, most 

inadequately remunerated.  Niggard pay will ever be requited by ineffective services.  The salaries of 

many other offices are insufficient to attract the class of persons who alone should fill them. 

 Various Bills will be brought before you upon which I will be ready to offer my opinion at the proper 

time.  On one of these alone I will offer some comment here, to remove what I cannot but regard as 
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mischievous misrepresentations—the “Publicans Licensing Bill”.  Though I think the moral well being 

of this community should be held superior to all other considerations, due regard should be paid to the 

rights of every member of it.  I think the Sunday closing Act is an infringement upon the rights of the 

community at large, and I believe it to be inoperative for the purposes intended.  I am no friend to 

intemperance, but I think we are bound to devise means to mitigate, if we cannot cure this frightful and 

demoralizing evil, without excluding 90 men from drinking their beer on possibly their only day of rest, 

because the remaining 10 in a hundred get drunk if opportunity offer.  The present system of 

compulsory closing while it punishes the respectable Publican who obeys the Law offers a premium to 

the unprincipled one who violates or evades it; such a publican makes a “traveller” of every member of 

the community who will swallow his drink to the obvious disadvantage of the respectable trader who 

cannot compete with him.  I do not know what a “traveller” under this closing ordinance means, and I 

have never met any one who did. 

 I believe that this restrictive Law will lead to worse evils than those it is supposed to remedy.  The mere 

fact of total prohibition will defeat its object, and lead to systematic breach of the law.  I am sure that no 

such intention existed, but this Act nevertheless draws an invidious distinction between rich and poor, 

the man who can afford to keep a “tap” of his own, and the man who is dependent upon a public one for 

his beer.  I cannot concur in the principle that nine people shall be debarred the moderate use of drink 

because the tenth would abuse it.  Let the law be framed to provide for this tithe who disgrace 

themselves by Sunday drunkenness as well as those who cupidity furnishes the means.  I think it quite 

possible to arrive at a medium between a Sabbath “Maine Liquor Law”, and unlimited tippling. 

 The present licensing system imposes upon the Magistrate a most difficult and invidious duty (if he do 

not hold the doctrine that free trade in public houses is desirable), namely, that of granting to some 

individuals a means of making a fortune, which is withheld from others probably in every way their 

equals; and I would propose to relieve him from this unsatisfactory duty, and that the Council should 

annually decide as to the number of public houses required for public accommodation in each town or 

district, and that the Magistrate should be the sole and only judge of the fittest persons to keep them. 

 I will not stop to argue with those who doubt or deny that the increase of public houses beyond the 

number absolutely required for public accommodation, at the same time increases the temptation to 

intemperance.  All experience in other countries has proved that the multiplication of Public Houses is 

one of the most certain means of multiplying drunkenness and crime.  I therefore unhesitatingly state 

my opinion that this number should be restricted. 

 I consider intoxicating drinks to be a legitimate object of taxation to the highest possible amount, and I 

therefore advocate an increased fee for a license to vend them in retail.  A publican at present pays sums 

varying from £5 up to £25 per annum for the license of a house where he occasionally takes £50 over 

the counter on a single day. 

 The public houses in the Colony have without any corresponding increase of population increased from 

30 in 1850 to 52 in 1855.  Perth had a public house for every 722/3 adult males, and Fremantle a much 

higher average.  At Fremantle they are licensed almost to the gate of the Convict Establishment, and the 

barracks of the Pensioners who are placed there to guard it.  At Albany where the Imperial Government 

have spent a large sum in building a Convict Hiring Depôt for the accommodation of the settlers, no 
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less than six licensed public houses and grogshops have been established, the nearest 200 and the most 

distant 700 yards from its gate.  While these pestilent nurseries of crime exist, the Establishment is 

valueless for its intended purpose, and as the Law at present stands there might be 16 instead of six—

with the absence of all power on the part of the Executive to limit their number.  I apprehend no sane 

member of the community will advocate the Establishment of 6 grogshops round a hiring Depôt for 

even free men, much less round a Depôt of men whose original crime or offence against society in 99 

instances out of a hundred originated or was consummated in drunkenness. 

 I have dwelt upon this subject at some length believing it to be a moral cancer which if not timely 

arrested will eat into the vitals of society.  I have no expectation or desire to render the community 

teetotallers.  My wish is to see as many public houses licensed as are necessary for the public 

accommodation and no more, and that they should be kept by men selected by the local Magistrates as 

of impeachable character, who will not entrap an unwary labourer or shepherd from the bush and keep 

him in a continued state of intoxication till he has consumed the hard earnings of a year before he quits 

his house, who will aid the authorities in detecting and repressing crime rather than harbour absconding 

criminals.  My duty is performed in laying this Bill before you; and it is for this Council to pass, reject 

or modify as they may deemed most conducive to the public good. 

 It may be expected that I should state my views on the subject of distillation in this Colony.  Though the 

question is beset with difficulties and objections, I can see none that are insuperable, if it can be shown 

that it would really pay in a commercial point of view, of which I have doubts.  As a preliminary to this 

question being entertained by the Council I am of opinion that a sounder principle of taxation must be 

adopted than that which at present exists, to enable the Government to look elsewhere for the Revenue 

at present derivable from imported spirits.  I have no doubt at even as the law now stands the excellent 

and improving quality of our Colonial wine will rapidly reduce the importation of ardent spirits.  I have 

no hesitation in stating my opinion as to the inexpediency of continually increasing import duties (many 

of them raising the price of the necessaries as well as luxuries of life) to meet our increasing 

requirements.  But there are occasions where a choice of evils is the only alternative.  The people of this 

Colony cannot expect to be prosperous and happy without making some sacrifices for the public good, 

and a Revenue mainly derived from the drunkenness of the people cannot be attended with a blessing. 

 There has been much, and, in many cases, good grounds of complaint in reference to the state of roads 

throughout the Colony.  Roads and bridges however cannot be formed without a great expenditure of 

money, and as long as the means are derivable only from our present limited sources of income, the 

amount at command after paying the ordinary and current expenses of Government will be for a long 

time inadequate; seeing that the peculiar circumstances of this Colony require an extent of road out of 

all proportion to its population.  There are at present about 1000 miles of road to a population of 11,000. 

 It is much to be desired that road making should be placed as far as possible under local management so 

that those most interested should have a voice in the expenditure under the general control of the 

Government, but the present scattered population renders such a system impracticable. 

 I have every reason to hope that a valuable discovery of copper mines as well as lead in the Champion 

Bay district will largely increase our exports and the prosperity of the Colony. 
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 As the supply of timber obtainable from other countries falls short, that produced in this Colony must 

from its excellent and durable quality find a more extended market.  Groundless prejudice cannot be 

long sustained, and men will naturally have recourse to that which is best and cheapest, which is all we 

ask or desire. 

 Gentlemen, I would do injustice to my own feelings, and would I feel assured, fail to represent yours, if 

I omitted to notice the public and private loss of one who has lately been taken from among us, 

Archdeacon Wollaston.  This lamented Gentleman’s purity of character and untiring zeal in the service 

of the Colony secured to him the love and respect of all who came in contact with him.  His unceasing 

and judicious labours in the cause of religion and morality have doubtless earned for him a reward more 

lasting than human praise.  After a long life spent with honor to himself and advantage to the public he 

has laid it down by over exerting himself in the cause of the God he so long and faithfully served. 

 I have necessarily left many subjects connected with the present well being and future prospects of the 

Colony untouched upon.  It is nevertheless my desire that the Council should have the fullest 

information upon any subject which they may deem necessary to call for. 

 I would before resuming my seat give expression to the earnest hope that in all our deliberations it 

should never be absent from our minds that as the Legislature of this Colony we have undertaken an 

important and sacred trust to be exercised for the good of the people, the advancement of morality, and 

the honor of our Sovereign. 

Mr CLIFTON moved that the Address of His Excellency the Governor be printed. 

 Agreed to. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Bill read first: 

 The following Bills were read a first time. 

 Registration of Deeds etc Bill: 

I. A Bill to consolidate the Laws relating to the Registration of Deeds, Wills, judgments and 

Conveyances affecting Real Property. 

 Lands (Instruments) Bill: 

II. A Bill for declaring valid certain instruments and transactions affecting Titles to land in 

Western Australia. 

 Official franking abolition Bill: 

III. A Bill to abolish the franking of official Letters. 

 Government Lands Bill: 

IV. A Bill to declare and extend the powers of the Governor to alienate lands in Western Australia 

purchased out of Imperial or out of Colonial Funds, and to establish and give the titles of bona 

fide purchasers thereto. 

Intercolonial Debtors Bill: 

V. A Bill for the relief of Creditors against persons removing from one Australasian Colony to 

another. 

Total Abstinence Society Bill: 
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VII. A Bill to enable the Members of a certain Society at Perth, in the Colony of Western Australia, 

called “The Total Abstinence Society” to raise a sum of £300 on the land and premises, situate 

in the same Colony, and for other purposes therein contained. 

Debtors Bill: 

VIII. A Bill to enlarge the remedies of creditors against the persons of their debtors. 

Boats and Boatmen Bill: 

IX. A Bill to consolidate and amend the laws respecting the licensing of boats and boatmen. 

Millers Naturalization Bill: 

X. A Bill for the naturalization of Charles Miller. 

Penal Servitude Bill: 

XI. A Bill to substitute other punishment in lieu of transportation. 

Public Houses Bill: 

XII A Bill for consolidating and amending the Laws relating to the licensing of Public Houses, and 

for further regulating the sale and consumption of fermented and spirituous liquors in the 

Colony of Western Australia; and also for extending the powers of justices with respect to 

drunkenness. 

Small Savings Ordinance Repeal Bill: 

XIII. A Bill to repeal an Ordinance passed in the 18th year of the reign of Her Majesty, No 3 

intituled “The Small Savings Ordinance”. 

Insolvent Bill: 

XIV. A Bill to provide for the relief of Insolvent Debtors in custody and for the rateable division of 

all the property of Insolvent Debtors among their Creditors. 

Sale of Liquors Bill: 

XV. A Bill to consolidate and amend the laws relating to the sale of spirituous and fermented 

liquors. 

Coroner’s Inquest Bill: 

XVI. A Bill to facilitate inquiries in the nature of Coroner’s Inquests. 

Marriage Law Bill: 

XVII. A Bill to amend and consolidate the Laws affecting the solemnization of Marriage in the 

Colony of Western Australia. 

Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Bill: 

XVIII. A Bill for the better registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in the Colony of Western 

Australia. 

17th Vict No. 14 (Tariff) Amendment Bill: 

XIX. A Bill to amend the Schedule Annexed to an Ordinance passed in the 17th year of the reign of 

Her Present Majesty, No. 14. 

Appropriation Bill 1857: 

XX. A Bill to provide for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1857. 
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2. Despatch from Secretary of State: 

HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a Circular Despatch from the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies dated December 4th 1855 detailing a plan proposed for the resumption of 

Mail steam communication with England. 

Adjourned to to-morrow at one o’clock 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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27 MAY 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the Day was read. 

 Blue Book and Returns laid on Table: 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table the Blue Book for 1855; a Return of Debts and 

Liabilities of the Government on the 31st of May 1856; a Return of Deposits received in the 

Small Savings Bank with the amount of Interest thereon for the year ending 31st December 

1855; and Returns of Deposits in the Small Savings Bank for Quarter ended 30th September 

1855, 31st December 1855, and 31st March 1856. 

2. Resolution to vote sum for Mail Service with England: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved, “With reference to the proposal contained in a 

Despatch (Circular) from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies dated 4th December 

1855 that a certain contribution should be made by each of the Australian Colonies in aid of 

the direct conveyance of Mails by them between England and Australia, Resolved, that the 

Legislative Council of this Colony pledge themselves to vote an annual sum towards meeting 

one half of the expense incurred under this head in proportion to the number of letters 

despatched from this Colony by that conveyance”. 
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 Mr CLIFTON seconded the motion 

 Agreed to. 

3. Negotiation for loan from Western Australian Bank approved: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR having referred to the past and existing arrangements with the 

Western Australian Bank for the accommodation of the Government, proposed that the 

Collector of Revenue shall be authorized to communicate with the Bank and ascertain whether 

they would be willing to make advances to the Government not to exceed £3000, and to report 

the result to the Council. 

 Mr CLIFTON seconded the motion 

 Agreed to. 

4. Rules for Superintendent of Native Prisoners, Rottnest: 

 Rules for the Guidance of the Superintendent of Native Prisoners on Rottnest Island were read and 

approved by the Council. 

Adjourned to Tuesday the 3rd of June at 11 o’clock 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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3 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the Day was read. 

 (Vide page 320) H.W. 

 Bills read second: 

 The following Bills were read a Second Time. 

 Lands (Instruments) Bill: 

A Bill for declaring valid certain instruments and transactions affecting titles to land in 

Western Australia. 

 Franking Abolition Bill: 

 A Bill to abolish the franking of official letters. 

 Government Lands Bill: 

A Bill to declare and extend the powers of the Governor to alienate lands in Western Australia 

purchased out of Imperial or out of Colonial Funds and to establish and give the titles of bona 

fide purchasers thereof. 

 Total Abstinence Society Bill: 

790 



[1856] 

A Bill to enable the members of a certain society of Perth in the Colony of Western Australia 

called the Total Abstinence Society to raise a sum of £300 on their land and premises situate in 

the same Colony and for other purposes therein contained. 

 Miller’s Naturalization Bill: 

 A Bill for the naturalization of Charles Miller. 

 Penal Servitude Bill: 

 A Bill to substitute other punishment in lieu of transportation. 

 Small Savings Ordinance Repeal Bill: 

 A Bill to repeal an Ordinance passed in the 18th year of the reign of Her Majesty No 3 intituled 

the Small Savings Ordinance. 

 Coroner’s Inquest Bill: 

 A Bill to facilitate Inquiries in the nature of Coroner’s Inquests. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the foregoing Bills and various amendments having been made 

therein, they were ordered to be read a Third Time on Monday June 9th. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 12 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

(The following to come in after the reading of the Order of the day above) HW. 

 Despatch from Secretary of State: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a Circular from the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies dated 6th September 1855 relative to Colonial Light Horses. 

 Accommodation from Western Australian Bank: 

 The following letter was read 

         “Western Australian Bank 

         Perth Western Australia 

         29th May 1856 

 Sir 

  I have referred the subject of your letter of 27th instant to my Board of Directors and beg to 

state in reply that the accommodation now for some time granted by the Bank to the Local Government 

will be continued for a term of twelve months from 1st June next, subject to the conditions already 

existing between the Government and the Bank, and which may be thus shortly summed up. 

  1st The maximum debit balance not to exceed £3000 

  2nd Interest at the rate of 3 per cent per annum to be charged on the daily balance. 

  3rd Right reserved to the Bank of stopping the accommodation at any moment should 

circumstances in the opinion of the Bank, render such a step necessary. 

  I shall be glad to have this letter acknowledged by the Colonial Secretary together with the 

assurance that the arrangement has the sanction of H.E. the Governor. 

      I have etc 

      (signed) Fras Lochée 
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       Cashier 

 The Honble 

  The Colonial Treasurer 

Terms adopted: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved that the Council assent to the Terms set forth in the 

above letter. 

 Mr CLIFTON seconded the Motion 

 Agreed to. 

______________________ 
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4 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the Day was read. 

 Bill read second: 

 The following Bills were read a Second Time. 

 Marriage Laws Bill: 

A Bill to amend and consolidate the Laws affecting the solemnization of Marriage in the 

Colony of Western Australia. 

 Births Deaths and Marriages Bill: 

 A Bill for the better Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages in the Colony of Western 

Australia. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the foregoing Bills and various amendments having been made 

therein; they were ordered to be read a Third Time on Thursday June 12th. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 11 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 
     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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5 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J. W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the Day was read. 

 Second reading of Debtors and Insolvent Bills postponed: 

 Mr SAMSON requested that the Second Reading of a Bill to enlarge the remedies of creditors against 

the persons of their debtors, and of a Bill to provide for the relief of Insolvent Debtors in 

custody and for the rateable division of all the property of Insolvent Debtors among their 

creditors, might be postponed to Monday the 9th of June. 

 Agreed to. 

2. Intercolonial Debtors Bill: 

 A Bill for the relief of creditors against persons removing from one Australasian colony to another was 

read a Second time. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill and amendments having been made therein it was ordered 

to be read a Third Time on Thursday the 12th of June. 

3. Second Reading of 17 Vict No 14 (Tariff) Amendment Bill postponed: 
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 HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR moved the Second Reading of a Bill to amend the Schedule 

annexed to an Ordinance passed in the 17th year of the reign of Her present Majesty No 14. 

 Mr SAMSON moved as an Amendment, that this Bill be read a Second Time this day week. 

 Mr MACKIE seconded the Amendment. 

 THE COLLECTOR OF REVENUE moved as an Amendment, That this Bill be read a Second Time 

tomorrow. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the Amendment. 

 Amendment put, That this Bill be read a Second Time tomorrow. 

    Ayes……………………………………3 

    Noes……………………………………4 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Advocate General  Mr Mackie Esq 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue  Mr Samson Esq 

     Mr Clifton Esq 

Majority against the Amendment, one. 

 Amendment put, that this Bill be read a Second Time this day week. 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes……………………………………3 

  Ayes    Noes 
 The Honble Surveyor General  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Mackie  Esq   The Honble Advocate General 

 Mr Samson Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Clifton Esq 
Majority for the Amendment, one. 

4. Registration of Deeds etc Bill read second: 

 A Bill to consolidate the laws relating to the Registration of Deeds, Wills, Judgments and Conveyances 

affecting real property was read a Second Time. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill and various amendments having been made therein it was 

ordered to be read a third time on Monday the 16th June. 

5. Boats and Boatmen Bill: 

 A Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws respecting the licensing of boats and boatmen was read a 

Second Time. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 12 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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6 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J. W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the Day was read. 

 Boats and Boatmen Bill:  Recommitted 

 The Adjourned Committee of the whole Council on a Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws 

respecting the licensing of boats and boatmen having amended the Bill 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL moved that the Bill be recommitted 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion 

 Agreed to. 

 And various amendments having been made therein the Bill was ordered to be read a Third Time on 

Monday the 16th of June. 

2. Public Houses Bill read second: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Second Reading of a Bill for consolidating and 

amending the laws relating to the licensing of public houses and for further regulating the sale 

and consumption of fermented and spirituous liquors in the Colony of Western Australia and 

also for extending the powers of justices with respect to drunkenness. 

 Agreed to. 
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In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

 The first clause having been read, 

 Mr CLIFTON moved that the words “travellers or” in the first clause and no more of the Ordinance No 

11 of 1855 be repealed. 

 Mr HARDEY seconded the motion. 

3. Return of population and Public Houses: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a Return of the population of and of the 

number of public houses in the Town of Perth on the 7th of January 1856. 

4. Petition of Licensed Victuallers: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved that the Clerk so read a Petition of Licensed 

Victuallers praying for a repeal of an Ordinance for the better observance of the Lord’s Day 

and the more effectual prevention of drunkenness, laid on the Table of the Council on the 3rd 

September 1855, 

 Which was read accordingly. 

 Motion put “That the word ‘travellers or’ in the first clause and no more of the Ordinance No 11 of 

1855 be repealed 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………6 
  Ayes    Noes 

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Hardey Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Advocate General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 

     Mr Samson Esq 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 11 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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7 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the Day was read. 

 Committee on Public Houses Bill: 

 The adjourned Committee of the whole Council on a Bill for consolidating and amending the laws 

relating to the licensing of public houses and for further regulating the sale and consumption of 

fermented and spirituous liquors in the Colony of Western Australia, and also for extending the 

powers of justices with respect to drunkenness resumed. 

 On the 12th Clause 

 Mr CLIFTON moved as an Amendment after the word “Governor” to insert the words “after having 

called for and received from the bench of Magistrates acting in such Town or district a report 

of their opinion of the number of public houses which the requirements of such town or district 

demand” 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the Amendment. 

 Question put, That the words proposed do stand part of the Bill 

    Ayes……………………………………6 

    Noes……………………………………2 
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  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  Mr Mackie Esq 

 The Honble Surveyor General  Mr Samson Esq 

 The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Clifton Esq 

 Mr Hardey Esq 
 Mr MACKIE moved as an Amendment that the restriction upon the number of public houses be made 

prospective. 

 Mr SAMSON seconded the Amendment. 

 Question put. 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………5 
  Ayes    Noes 

 Mr Mackie Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Samson Esq   The Honble Advocate General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Clifton Esq 

     Mr Hardey Esq 
Adjourned to Monday next at one o’clock 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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9 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the Day was read. 

 Committee on Public Houses Bill: 

 The adjourned Committee of the whole Council on a Bill for consolidating and amending the laws 

relating to the licensing of public houses and for further regulating the sale and consumption of 

fermented and spirituous liquors in the Colony of Western Australia and also for extending the 

powers of justice with respect to drunkenness, resumed. 

 On Clause 49 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved that the hours for opening public houses on a Sunday 

be from one to four o’clock in the afternoon. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved as an amendment that the hours be from one to three in the afternoon. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the amendment. 

 Question put that the hours be from one to three 

    Ayes……………………………………6 

    Noes……………………………………1 
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  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 Mr Clifton Esq 

 Mr Hardey Esq 
Adjourned to Wednesday next at eleven o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

 Bill read third and passed  The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

Lands (Instruments) Bill: An Ordinance for declaring valid certain Instruments and transactions 

affecting titles to land in Western Australia and for amending the Ordinance 

2 William IV No. 7 

 Franking Abolition Bill: An Ordinance to abolish the franking of letters and packets. 

Government Lands Bill: An Ordinance to empower the Governor to alienate lands in Western 

Australia purchased out of Imperial or Colonial Funds. 

Total Abstinence Society Bill: An Ordinance to enable the Total Abstinence Society in Western 

Australia to raise a sum of £300 on their land. 

Miller’s Naturalization Bill: An Ordinance for the naturalization of Charles Miller. 

 Penal Servitude Bill: An Ordinance to substitute other punishment in lieu of transportation. 

 Small Savings Ordinance Repeal Bill: An Ordinance to repeal the Small Savings Ordinance No 

3, 1855. 

 Coroner’s Inquest Bill: An Ordinance to facilitate Inquiries in the nature of Coroner’s Inquests.   

HW. 

______________________ 

 

801 



 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

11 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W. H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the Day was read. 

 Suspension of R.C. Chaplain of Convict Establishment: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a correspondence with reference to the 

suspension of the Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Convict Establishment. 

2. Resolution of Chamber of Commerce on alteration of Tariff:   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a Resolution of the Chamber of Commerce 

dated June 7th 1856 condemnatory of the proposed alterations of the Tariff which was read. 

3. Committee on Public Houses Bill: 

 The adjourned Committee of the whole Council on a Bill for consolidating and amending the laws 

relating to the licensing of public houses and for further regulating the sale and consumption of 

fermented and spirituous liquors in the Colony of Western Australia and also for extending the 

powers of justices with respect to drunkenness, resumed. 

 On Clause 67: 

 The SURVEYOR GENERAL moved as an amendment in the 6th line after the word “justices” to strike 

out the words “shall and” 
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 Question put that the words proposed be struck out. 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes……………………………………4 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Surveyor General  His Excellency The Governor 

 The Honble Advocate General  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Mackie Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Samson Esq   Mr Clifton Esq 
The numbers for and against the Amendment being equal the Governor gave his casting vote against the 

Amendment which was consequently lost. 

 On Clause 74: 

 Question put whether the repeal of the Sunday closing Ordinance should commence forthwith or on the 

1st January 1857. 

For coming into immediate operation For the 1st January 1857 

The Advocate General The Colonial Secretary 

Mr Samson The Surveyor General 

 The Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Mackie 

 Mr Clifton 

 Various amendments have been made in the Bill it was ordered to be read a Third Time on Saturday the 

21st of June. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 11 o’clock 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 
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12 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esw 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Petition of Chamber of Commerce against alterations in Tariff: 

 Mr SAMSON presented a Petition from the Chamber of Commerce dated 11th June 1856 against the 

proposed alterations in the Tariff, which was read. 

2. Bill read third and passed: 

 The following Bills were read a Third Time and passed. 

 Marriage Law Bill: 

An Ordinance to amend and consolidate the laws affecting the solemnization of marriage in the 

Colony of Western Australia. 

 Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Bill: 

An Ordinance for the better registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages in the Colony of 

Western Australia. 

 Intercolonial Debtors Bill: 

An Ordinance for the relief of creditors against persons removing from one Australasian 

Colony to another. 
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 Sale of Liquors Bill read second: 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Second reading of a Bill to consolidate and amend 

the laws relating to the sale of spirituous and fermented liquors. 

 Which was read accordingly. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill and various amendments having been made therein it was 

ordered to be read a third time on Saturday the 21st June. 

Adjourned to Saturday at 11 o’clock 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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14 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Despatches from Secretary of State: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table the following Despatches from the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies, which were read.  

 Despatch No 1 dated 1st January 1856 transmitting the Royal confirmation of Ordinances Nos 

1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16 and 18 of 1855 and directing certain amendments of 

Ordinances Nos 6 and 10 to be laid before the Council.  

 Despatch, Separate, dated 9th January 1856 conveying the Royal confirmation of the Ordinance 

No 15 of 1855 but directing an amendment of it to be laid before the Council. 

 Despatch No 2 dated 25th January 1856 on the subject of free emigration to Western Australia. 

 Despatch No 3 dated 31st January 1856 with reference to the financial condition of the Colony. 

 Despatch No 4 dated 4th February 1856 stating £2500 to have been advanced on account of 

Western Australia by the Imperial Treasury to the Agent General. 

2. Memorials from R.C. Bishop Serra: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a Memorial from the Rt Rev Dr Serra, 

Roman Catholic Bishop, which was read. 
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 Mr CLIFTON moved that the Memorial being informally signed should not be received. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded the motion. 

 A Memorial without date or signature purporting to be from the Rt Rev Dr Serra Roman Catholic 

Bishop addressed to the Governor and Executive Council and a Despatch from the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies No 47 of 27th December 1848, together with the Minutes of the 

Executive Council thereon dated June 9th 1856, were read. 

 The Clerk of the Council was directed to return the Petition to the Rt Rev Dr Serra with an intimation 

that it cannot be received by the Legislative Council until it be signed in conformity with the 

Despatch of the Secretary of State for the Colonies No 47 of 27th December 1848 and the 

Minutes of the Executive Council transmitted to his Lordship on the 10th June. 

3. Registration of Deeds etc Bill read third and passed: 

 An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the laws relating to the registration of Wills, judgments and 

conveyances affecting real property was read a Third Time and passed. 

4. Estimates 1857: 

 The consideration of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1857 was proceeded with. 

 The Council agreed that the increases of salary to the Messenger of the Colonial Secretary’s Office and 

of the Post Office letter carrier at Perth proposed to commence on the 1st January 1857, should 

date from the first of July 1856. 

 The further consideration of the Estimates was postponed. 

Adjourned to Monday next at 11 o’clock 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 

 

807 



 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

16 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Boats and Boatmen Bill read third and passed: 

 An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the Laws respecting the licensing of Boats and Boatmen was 

read a Third Time and passed. 

2. Estimate 1857: 

 The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1857 were further considered. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 12 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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17 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Financial Returns: 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table the following Returns: 

 A Return showing the total amount of Revenue received during the years from 1851 to 1855 

both inclusive distinguishing the amounts received from Imperial and Colonial Sources. 

 A Return showing the total amount of Balances in the hands of the Treasurer and Sub 

Treasurer on the 31st of December in the years from 1851 to 1855. 

 Comparative Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1855. 

 A Return showing the principal heads under which the sum of £3109.7.8 was expended on 

Roads and Bridges in the year 1855. 

 Financial statement of the assets and liabilities of the Colony of Western Australia for the year 

ending 31st December 1856. 

 A Return showing the principal heads under which a sum of £2300 voted for Roads and 

Bridges in 1856 is to be expended and how much of that sum has been expended to 31st May 

1856. 
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 Financial Statement for the year 1857. 

 A Return showing the manner in which the sum of £2000 placed on the Estimates of 

Expenditure for the year 1857 is proposed to be expended. 

 Resolution as to liquidation of Public Debt: 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the following Resolution: 

 “Papers and Returns having been laid upon the Council Table showing that the outstanding 

liabilities of this Colony will amount to the sum of £14,450 on the 31st December 1856 and 

that the existing ways and means are only sufficient to meet the current expenditure of the 

Colony, it is resolved 

 1st That it is expedient to adopt immediate measures to raise ways and means for the 

speedy liquidation of this debt. 

 2nd That sufficient ways and means should be provided for the liquidation of this debt 

over a period not exceeding three years. 

 3rd That it is expedient to raise the ways and means necessary for this purpose by means 

of increased duties upon articles of import” 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the Resolution. 

Mr CLIFTON moved as an Amendment that in addition to the sum to be raised by an alteration of the 

Tariff, a sum of £4000 be immediately raised on debentures to be applied to the liquidation of 

the debt to the Western Australian Bank. 

 Mr SAMSON seconded the Amendment. 

 Amendment put 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes……………………………………5 
  Ayes    Noes 

 Mr Mackie Esq   His Excellency The Governor 

 Mr Samson Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Hardey Esq   The Honble Advocate General  

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 
 Original Resolution put and agreed to. 

3. 17 Vict No 14 (Tariff) Amendment Bill read second: 

 A Bill to repeal an Ordinance passed in the 17th year of the reign of Her present Majesty No 14 

imposing duties on imported goods and to make other provisions in lieu thereof, was read a 

Second Time. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill and various Amendments having been made therein, it 

was ordered to be read a Third Time on Thursday the 17th June. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 11 o’clock. 

______________________ 
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18 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

The Order of the Day was read. 

(The Minute below marked X was directed to be inserted here by the Council on June 19th 1856 Henry Wakeford, 

Clerk of the Council). 

1. Estimate 1857: 

 The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1857 having been with Amendments agreed to. 

2. Appropriation Bill 1857 read second: 

 A Bill for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1857 was read a Second Time and ordered to be 

read a Third Time on Monday the 23rd June. 

3. Debtors and Insolvents Bill Second Reading proposed: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Second reading of a Bill to enlarge the remedies of 

Creditors against the persons of their Debtors, and of a Bill to provide for the relief of 

Insolvent Debtors in custody and for the rateable division of all the property of Insolvent 

Debtors among their creditors. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the motion.  

 Messrs G Leake, G Shenton, M Dyett, F Lochée, G Stone, A Stone, L Trigg examined at Bar: 
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 Mr George Leake, Mr George Shenton, Mr Mark Dyett, Mr Francis Lochée, Mr George Stone, Crown 

Solicitor, Mr Alfred Stone, Clerk of the Peace, and Mr Trigg were severally examined at the 

Bar of the Chamber. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved that the consideration of these Bills be postponed till the next Session of the 

Council. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL moved as an Amendment that the Council do adjourn to tomorrow. 

 Mr MACKIE seconded the Amendment. 

 Amendment put 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes……………………………………2 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Surveyor General  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Advocate General  Mr Clifton Esq 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 
Adjourned to tomorrow at 12 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

 Estimate 1857: 

 X—The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1857 were further considered. 

 On a vote of £400 being proposed by His Excellency The Governor as a retiring allowance for Mr 

Mackie Commissioner of the Civil Court, the Council came to the following Resolution. 

 Resolution on vote for retiring pension to Mr Mackie Commissioner of Civil Court: 

 That this Council in agreeing to the vote proposed desire to record their unanimous opinion that by so 

doing they perform a sacred public duty in providing for a most meritorious public officer at the close 

of a long and honorable career whose health has been sacrificed in the service of the Colony, and their 

high sense of the spotless integrity and ability with which his important judicial duties have been 

performed during a period of 26 years, and of the purity of his character in private life, and the Council 

further are anxious that the long services of Mr Mackie and the inadequate salary allotted to him 

should be represented to Her Majesty’s Government with a view to his retiring allowance being made 

up to the amount of his full salary from Imperial Funds. 

______________________ 
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19 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble the Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmation thereof postponed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Debtors and Insolvents Bill postponed till next Session: 

 On the consideration of a Bill to enlarge the remedies of creditors against the persons of their Debtors 

and of a Bill to provide for the relief of Insolvent Debtors in custody and for the rateable 

division of all the property of Insolvent Debtors among their creditors, being resumed, 

 Mr CLIFTON moved that the consideration of these Bills be postponed till the next Session of the 

Council. 

 Mr HARDEY seconded the motion. 

 Agreed to. 

Adjourned to Saturday next at 12 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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21 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of June 18th were confirmed. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Exemption of goods per “Lady Elizabeth” from new Tariff resumed: 

 A letter from Mr C.A. Manning dated Fremantle 20th June 1856 applying for the exemption of goods 

imported by the “Lady Elizabeth” from the new Tariff was read. 

 The Council were of opinion that all goods imported by the “Lady Elizabeth” now in harbor whether 

landed or not should not be subject to the increased duties. 

2. Public Houses Bill read a third and passed: 

 An Ordinance for consolidating and amending the laws relating to the licensing of public houses and for 

further regulating the sale and consumption of fermented and spiritous liquors in the Colony of 

Western Australia and also for extending the powers of justices with respect to drunkenness, 

was read a Third Time and passed. 

 Protest of Mr Samson: 

 A protest by Mr Samson against the passing of the Ordinance was handed to the Clerk of the Council. 

3. Sale of Liquors & Unforeseen expenses, 1856, and appropriation 1857 Bills read 3rd and passed: 
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 An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the laws relating to the sale of spiritous and fermented liquors, 

and an Ordinance to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses in the year 1856 

and also to provide for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1857, were severally read 

a Third Time and passed. 

Adjourned to Monday next at 12 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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23 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Excess of Expenditure 1855 Bill read first: 

 A Bill to provide for an excess of Expenditure in the year 1855 over and above the Estimates for the 

same was read a First Time. 

 Standing Orders suspended: 

 The Council having suspended the Standing Orders. 

 Bill read third and passed: 

 The Bill was read a Second and Third Time and passed. 

2. Larceny under £5 Bill read: 

 A Bill for the more speedy trial and punishment of offences in case of larceny under £5 sterling was 

read a First Time. 

Adjourned to Thursday next at 11 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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25 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Larceny under £5 Bill read second: 

 A Bill for the more speedy trial and punishment of offences in cases of larceny was read a Second Time 

and various amendments having been made therein it was ordered to be read a Third Time on 

Monday the 30th of June. 

Adjourned to Monday next at 11 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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30 JUNE 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W. H. Mackie Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Larceny under £5 Bill read 3rd and passed: 

 An Ordinance for the more speedy trial and punishment of offences in certain cases of larceny was read 

a Third Time and passed. 

Adjourned Sine Die 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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10 OCTOBER 1856 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

 Address of Governor Kennedy: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR read the following address: 

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

 I have called you together for the purpose of redeeming a pledge given by me at the last sitting 

of the Council. 

 You will remember that on the occasion to which I allude two Bills were laid before you—one 

to “enlarge the remedies of creditors against the persons of their debtors” and the second 

connected with the same subject, a “Bill to provide for the relief of Insolvent Debtors in 

custody, and for the rateable division of all the property of insolvent debtors among their 

creditors”.  Finding that there was considerable opposition to the principle of the Bills and 

little prospect of their being passed with that degree of unanimity necessary to give weight to 

so important a law, I with the sanction of the Council withdrew them.  The Crown Solicitor 

when examined at the bar in reference to the subject under consideration, expressed his belief 

that he could frame Bills to meet the object in view without embodying the principles objected 

to in those before the Council.  The Bills so drafted will now be laid before you and whether 

you may consider them calculated to remedy the evils so generally complained of or not, I feel 

assured that the Council will concur in the obligations I owe to the Crown Solicitor for the 

ability and care with which he has drawn them. 
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 Should the Council consider that the Bills of the Crown Solicitor are in principle or detail so 

faulty as to justify their entire rejection, I will with their concurrence re-introduce those 

submitted to you in the last Session, in the hope of their being so modified in Committee as to 

meet with the approval of a majority of the Council. 

 I cannot conceal from myself that the question is beset with difficulties, and the Council will 

not expect me to express any decided opinion without hearing the principle and detail of 

Crown Solicitor’s Bills discussed.  It is certain that the various classes of the community, as 

well as Members of Council will consider these Bills from different points of view, and I have 

only to hope that the real object may not be lost sight of that of establishing public credit and 

protecting creditor and debtor alike from fraud on the one hand and oppression on the other. 

 Three other Bills will be laid before you—one adopting the Imperial Act “to amend the Law 

relating to Bills of lading”, one empowering the Governor to purchase certain certificates of 

remission with the price of Crown Lands.  The objects of this Bill will be explained to you and 

I would ask for your most careful consideration of it. 

 The last is “A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses in the year 1856”.  

These expenses have reference principally to repairs and expenditure on public buildings, in 

some cases effecting a permanent saving.  A detailed statement of these expenses will be laid 

before you and will I trust meet your approval.  A Return of the Estimated Revenue for 1856 

together with the actual amount received to 30th September will also be laid before you, the 

latter I consider highly satisfactory affording unmistakable indications of the general progress 

and prosperity of every class of the community but more especially of the agricultural classes. 

 Being fully aware of the value of time to some of the Members of Council I will endeavour to 

render the Session as short as possible. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Bill read first;  

 The following Bills were read a First Time: 

 Debtors Bill;  

 A Bill to enlarge the remedies of creditors against the persons of their debtors. 

 Insolvent Bill: 

 A Bill for giving relief to insolvent persons and providing for the collection administration and 

distribution of Insolvent Estates in Western Australia and for the prevention of fraud affecting 

the same. 

 Remarks of Advocate General and Crown Solicitor thereon: 

 His Excellency the Governor laid on the Table the remarks of the Advocate General and of the Crown 

Solicitor on the foregoing Bills. 

2. Bills read first: 

 The following Bills were read a first time: 

 Remission Certificate (Bishoprick Endowment) Bill: 

 A Bill to empower the Governor of Western Australia to purchase certain certificates of 

remission in the price of Crown Lands. 
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 Unforeseen Expenses 1856 Bill: 

 A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses in the year 1856. 

3. Financial Return: 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table a financial statement for the year 1856 showing the 

ways and means to meet the Supplementary Estimate of Expenditure. 

4. Bills of Lading Bill read first: 

 A Bill to amend the Law relating to Bills of Lading was read a First Time. 

 Suspension of Standing Orders: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR proposed that the Standing Orders be suspended so as to admit 

of the three last mentioned Bills being read a Second Time tomorrow and of the first two Bills 

being read a Second Time on Monday next. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 Agreed to. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 11 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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11 OCTOBER 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Question of Mr Clifton as to development of Northern (Champion Bay) District: 

 Mr CLIFTON pursuant to articles put the following questions to His Excellency the Governor, Whether 

it is the intention of the Government, First to open such a line of road through the Northern 

District as will enable the wool growers the agriculturalists and those engaged in the mines to 

transport that produce to the port of shipment, Second to erect jetties at the ports of shipment 

to facilitate the shipping and landing of goods, Third what steps the Government intend to take 

to throw open for sale small blocks of land through those Districts as the course of transit of 

minerals and other produce must depend on the means afforded by small proprietors settled in 

the immediate vicinity of the line of road, Fourth whether it is intended that the Government 

Resident should be appointed at Champion Bay. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR in reply stated that he had on a late occasion intended to have 

visited the Northern Districts but having been prevented from so doing he had sent the 

Colonial Secretary the Acting Comptroller General and an officer from the Survey office 

directing them to report the result of their inspection of the district, that those gentlemen had 

returned but that he had as yet received the report of only one of them and that therefore he 

would beg to postpone replying to the questions until he had received all the reports.  He 

would however state that he was of opinion that the Northern District should not be allowed to 
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continue in its present state of semi vitality but that the Government should either encourage 

its development or ignore it altogether and that as a preliminary measure he had sent 20 

probation prisoners thither for the purpose of opening a road. 

2. Second Reading of Remission Certificate (Bishoprick Endowment) Bill postponed. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Second Reading of a Bill to empower the Governor 

of Western Australia to purchase certain certificates of remission in the price of Crown Lands. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved as an amendment that the Second Reading be postponed till Wednesday October 

15th. 

 Mr MACKIE seconded the amendment. 

Agreed to. 

4. Unforeseen Expenses, 1856, Bill read second: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Second Reading of a Bill to provide for the 

payment of certain unforeseen expenses in the year 1856. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

5. Resolution for a new Government House: 

 Mr CLIFTON pursuant to notice moved “First that the disgraceful and dangerous state of repair of the 

present Government House and the damp to which it is subject as well as the insufficiency of 

its accommodation and inaptitude for its purpose render it necessary and advisable that rather 

than that any further expense should be incurred upon it it should be taken down and rebuilt on 

a moderate scale better adapted for the residence of the Governor of this Colony and his family 

and establishment and consistent with the character and respectability of the Colony.  Second 

that this work should as far as possible be effected by convict labour, Third that as it is 

calculated that a suitable house could be constructed for a sum not exceeding £4000 that sum 

should be voted to be applied to that object but with the full hope and expectation that Her 

Majesty’s Government will ultimately defray a portion of this expense unavoidably incurred 

on account of their own officer, out of Imperial funds.  Fourth that the said sum of £4000 

should be raised by the issue of Government debentures bearing 8 per cent interest not to be 

redeemable in less than 5 years.” 

 Mr MACKIE seconded the motion. 

 A Minute of the Executive Council dated October 8th 1855 referring to the dilapidated condition of 

Government House and affirming the necessity for its being rebuilt was read. 

 A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No 17 dated April 20th 1856 stating that a new 

Government House may be erected as soon as the finances of the Colony permit, provision 

having been first made for the payment of the Debts of the Colony to the Western Australian 

Bank and to the Imperial Government was read. 

 The Motion of Mr Clifton was agreed to unanimously. 

6. Returns of Expenditure on Public Buildings and Works: 
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 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table a Return showing the amount expended on the 

repair of public buildings in the year 1856 up to September 30th and a Return showing the 

amount expended on public works during the same period. 

7. Unforeseen Expenses 1856 Bill read 2nd: 

 A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses in the year 1856 was then read a 

Second Time and ordered to be read a Third Time on Wednesday October 15th. 

8. Bills of Lading Bill read 2nd : 

 A Bill to amend the law relating to Bills of Lading was read a Second Time and consideration thereof in 

Committee postponed till Wednesday October 15th. 

Adjourned to Monday next at 11 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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13 OCTOBER 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Resignation of his seat in the Council by Mr Samson: 

 A letter from Mr Samson dated October 11th 1856 tendering the resignation of his seat as a Member of 

the Council was read. 

2. Debtors Bill: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Second Reading of a Bill to enlarge the remedies 

of creditors against the persons of their Debtors. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved as an Amendment that this Bill be read a Second Time this day six months. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the Amendment. 

 Amendment put. 

    Ayes……………………………………3 

    Noes……………………………………5 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Advocate General  His Excellency The Governor 

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Hardey Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 
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 Crown Solicitor and Mr G.W. Leake examined: 

 Mr George Stone, Crown Solicitor, was examined at the Bar in favour of the Bill. 

 Mr George Walpole Leake was examined at the Bar in opposition to the Bill. 

 Bill read second: 

 The Bill was then read a Second Time. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

 On Clause 1, Mr CLIFTON moved that the words “or is otherwise indebted to such creditor to the like 

amount or that such creditor has a cause of action against any other person for damages 

sustained to the like amount” be struck out. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the Motion. 

 Question put that the words proposed be struck out. 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………5 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Advocate General  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 

     Mr Hardey Esq 

Adjourned to Wednesday next at 11 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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15 OCTOBER 1856 

Prsesent 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Unforeseen expenses, 1856, Bill read third and passed: 

2. An Ordinance to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses in the year 1856 was read a 

Third Time and passed. 

3. Bills of Lading Bill read second: 

 A Bill to amend the law relating to Bills of Lading was read a Second Time. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill and various amendments having been made therein it was 

ordered to be read a Third Time tomorrow. 

4. Remission Certificate (Bishoprick Endowment) Bill: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Second Reading of a Bill to empower the Governor 

of Western Australia to purchase certain certificates of remission in the price of Crown Lands. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL moved as an Amendment that the Bill be withdrawn. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the Amendment. 

 Amendment put. 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………5 
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  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary   The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Surveyor General  The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 

     Mr Clifton Esq  

     Mr Hardey Esq 

 Read second: 

 The Bill was then read a Second Time. 

In Committee 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill and various amendments having been made therein it was 

ordered to be read a Third Time tomorrow. 

5. Committee on Debtors Bill: 

 The adjourned Committee of the whole Council on a Bill to enlarge the remedies of creditors against 

the persons of their debtors resumed. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved that a suspending clause be introduced. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the Motion. 

 Question put. 

    Ayes……………………………………5 

    Noes……………………………………1 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary   The Honble Surveyor General  

 The Honble Advocate General 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 Mr Clifton Esq  

 Mr Hardey Esq 
 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved that the Bill be read a Third Time on Friday October 

17th. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the Motion. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved as an Amendment that the Bill be read a Third Time this day six months. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the Amendment. 

 Amendment put. 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………4 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Advocate General  The Honble Colonial Secretary  

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 

 Insolvent Bill read second: 

6. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Second Reading of a Bill for giving relief to 

Insolvent Persons and providing for the due collection Administration and distribution of 

Insolvent Estates in Western Australia and for the prevention of frauds affecting the same. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the Motion. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved as an Amendment that the Bill be read a Second Time this day six months. 

829 



[1856] 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the Amendment. 

Amendment put. 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………4 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Advocate General  The Honble Colonial Secretary  

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 

In Committee 

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 12 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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16 OCTOBER 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Bills read third and passed: 

 The following Ordinances were read a Third Time and passed: 

 Bills Of Lading Bill: 

 An Ordinance for adopting and applying an Act of Parliament intituled “An Act to amend the 

law relating to Bills of Lading” in the administration of justice in the Colony of Western 

Australia. 

 Remission Certificate (Bishoprick Endowment Bill: 

 An Ordinance to empower the Governor of Western Australia to purchase certain certificates 

of remission in the price of Crown Lands. 

2. Committee on Insolvent Bill: 

 The Adjourned Committee of the whole Council on a Bill for giving relief to Insolvent persons and 

providing for the due collection administration and distribution of Insolvent estates in Western 

Australia and for the prevention of frauds affecting the same, resumed. 

Adjourned to tomorrow at 10 o’clock. 

     Henry Wakeford 
     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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17 OCTOBER 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J. W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Committee on Insolvent Bill: 

 The adjourned Committee of the whole Council on a Bill for giving relief to Insolvent persons and 

providing for the due collection administration and distribution of Insolvent Estates in Western 

Australia and for the prevention of frauds affecting the same, resumed. 

 And various amendments having been made therein, 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved that the Bill be read a Third Time on Thursday 

November 6th. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved as an Amendment that the Bill be read a Third Time this day six months. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the Amendment. 

Amendment put. 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………5 
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  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Advocate General  The Honble Colonial Secretary  

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 

     Mr Hardey Esq 
 The Bill was then ordered to be read a Third Time on Thursday November 6th. 

2. Petition relative to sale and leasing of Crown Lands: 

 Mr CLIFTON presented a Petition from Proprietors Occupiers and Inhabitants of the Colony to the 

Governor and Legislative Council praying that they would take into consideration the present 

regulations for the sale and letting of Crown Lands with a view to their modification which 

was read. 

 Resolution thereon: 

 Mr CLIFTON pursuant to article called the attention of the Council to the price at which the Crown 

Lands of the Colony are now disposed of with a view to effect a reduction thereof, and moved 

the following Resolution; “That this Council request His Excellency the Governor will be 

pleased to take into his earliest consideration in Executive Council the mode and price at 

which the Crown Lands of this Colony should in their opinion be disposed of with a view to 

encourage and facilitate the acquirement of land by intending settlers and others and also the 

preemption on which the pastoral leases are granted”. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL seconded the Resolution. 

 Agreed to. 

3. Development of Northern (Champion Bay) District: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR in reply to the questions asked by Mr Clifton on a former day 

with reference to the Northern District stated that it appeared from an examination of the 

Reports of the officers who had lately visited it that the most pressing requirements were 

marking out lands already granted, lands applied for and new lands for purchase in blocks of 

from 10 to 50 acres, and the laying out of main lines of communication, that for this purpose 

he proposed to send an Assistant Surveyor, that it was his intention to keep 40 probation 

prisoners in the district as a working party provided contracts were taken for their transport and 

supplies at a reasonable rate, and that he contemplated an inspection and survey of the 

moorings and buoys at Port Gregory and Champion Bay. 

Adjourned to Thursday November 6th. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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6 NOVEMBER 1856 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

 Debtors and Insolvent Bills read third and passed: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the Third Reading of an Ordinance to enlarge the 

remedies of creditors against the persons of their debtors, and of an Ordinance for giving relief 

to Insolvent persons and providing for the due collection administration and distribution of 

Insolvent Estates in Western Australia and for the prevention of frauds affecting the same. 

 Protest of Advocate General: 

 The protest of the Advocate General against the passing of these Ordinances was read. 

 The Ordinances were then read a Third Time and passed. 

Adjourned sine die. 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 
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